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Introduction 



Indeed, all praise is for Allah; we praise Him, repent to Him, and 
seek His forgiveness and help. We seek refuge in Allah from the 
evil of our own selves and of our wicked deeds. Whomsoever 
Allah guides, none can lead astray; and whomsoever Allah leads 
astray, none can guide. And I bear witness that none has the right 
to be worshipped except Allah alone, and He has no partner; and I 
bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger. 

Allah M has sent Prophet Muhammad ^ as a mercy not just to 
mankind, but to the world of jinns as well. Allah M said: 

"And We have sent you (O Muhammad) not but as a mercy for 
the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists)." (Qur'an 21:107) 

Mercy is clemency and forbearance; mercy is the disposition to 
forgive or show compassion; mercy means a favor or a blessing; 
mercy further denotes the qualities of kindness, sympathy, 
generosity, and beneficence. Suffice is to say all of these 
qualities were present in abundance in the character of the 
Prophet 

He s§§ was a mercy not just to believers, but to disbelievers as well, 
for he would invite them to come out of darkness and into the 
light of true guidance. Allah M said: 
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"Say (O Muhammad s§D ; "O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you 
all as the Messenger of Allah — to Whom belongs the dominion of 
the heavens and the earth . La ilaha ilia Huwa (none has the right 
to be worshipped but He). It is He Who gives life and causes 
death. So believe in Allah and His Messenger (Muhammad #;), 
the Prophet who can neither read nor write (i.e. Muhammad 
who believes in Allah and His Words [(this Qur'an), the Taurat 
(Torah) and the InjU (Gospel) and also Allah's Word: "Be!" - 
and he was, i.e. 'Iesa (Jesus) son of Maryam (Mary)], and follow 
him so that you may be guided." (Qur'an 7:158) 

And in another verse, Allah M said: 

jjlls LLU ot 

f \JlJ Lidi \jy*yO}\ 

"And (remember) when We sent towards you (Muhammad sgi) 
Nafran (three to ten persons) ofthejinns, (quietly) listening to 
the Qur'an, when they stood in the presence thereof, they said: 
"Listen in silence!" And when it was finished, they returned to 
their people, as warners." (Qur'an 46:29) 

That Prophet Muhammad |§j is a favor and blessing for mankind 
is clearly stated in this Verse: 

p-^ d g' y* *^lyitj p^«3 Alii (j* dftj ^ 

JA Sa bt '_y^ o Ij p^iLoj 
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"Indeed Allah conferred a great favor on the believers when He 
sent among them a Messenger (Muhammad : jA) from among 
themselves, reciting unto them His Verses (the Qur'an), and 
purifying them (from sins by their following him), and 
instructing them (in) the Book (the Qur'an) and Al-Hikmah 
[the wisdom and the Sunnah of the Prophet s|g (i.e. his legal 
ways, statements, acts of worship, etc.)], while before that they 
had been in manifest error." (Qur'an 3:164) 

The Prophet |j§ was a favor and blessing not just for Arabs, the 
people among whom he was sent, but for people of all races and 
colors. In a speech he gave during his Farewell Pilgrimage, the 
Prophet m said, 

JJii i fid J fi£ 01 1$ u» 

J* A-H AA J* ZAA Vj tAA J* tjA 

® jJhJ U Of I I ^ Of j i a I 

"O people, your Lord is One, and your father is one (i.e., 
Adam). Lo! An Arab is not superior to a non-Arab, a non-Arab is 
not superior to an Arab, a red-skinned person is not superior to a 
black-skinned person, and a black-skinned person is not superior 
to a red-skinned person — except through At-Taqwa (piety, 
righteousness, fear of Allah) 

While today's non-Muslims acknowledge that Islam spread with 
lightning-like speed throughout the Arabian Peninsula — and 
beyond — many among them refuse to honestly investigate the 
reasons why. Prejudiced beyond reason — through their 

[1] Musnad Ahmad with the numbering of Al-Banna (12/ 226). Commenting on the 
level of authenticity of this narration, Al-Haitham! wrote in Mujma’ Az-Zawaid 
(3/266), "Ahmad related it, and all of the men in its chain (i.e., all of the 
narrators) are men of As-Sahth (i.e., are men who were so trustworthy that 
their narrations were related in As-Sahth — Sahth Bukhari or Sahth Muslim). 
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upbringing and the lies they hear and read about in all forms of 
media — many non-Muslims attribute the rapid spread of Islam 
in the 6 th century to utterly false causes: primarily, the sword and 
tribal loyalties. To be sure, the Prophet s|§ could not have gained 
many converts by the sword, since, throughout most of his life, he 
was either persecuted or led armies that were inferior in size and 
arms to the armies of enemy forces. And tribal loyalties played a 
role not in bringing people to Islam, but in turning them away 
from it, since the vast majority of people from the Prophet's tribe 
initially — and for many years afterwards — rejected his message. 

Then what was the reason why so many people embraced Islam 
so quickly? Well, the reasons are many, one of the main ones 
being that the Prophet s|§ came with the truth, the truth being 
something that is appealing to the hearts of, if not most, then at 
least a good many men. 

Another reason — and it is one that is very pertinent to the 
subject-matter of this book — is the noble qualities with which 
Allah 31 blessed the Prophet j|§. If one were to study in detail the 
Prophet's biography, one would find numerous examples of men 
who embraced Islam because they were impressed by at least one 
of the many noble characteristics of the Prophet sgi — such as his 
generosity, forbearance, kindness, compassion, gentleness, 
patience, humbleness, justice, mercy, bravery, or strength. 

His staunchest enemies became his closest followers when the 
cloud of blind prejudice was removed from their sight, and when 
they were able, for the very first time, to see with clarity the true 
nature of the Prophet's character. Thumamah ibn Uthal 
having been forgiven by the Prophet $i§, expressed a sentiment 
that was shared by many other former enemies of Islam. He 4® 
said to the Prophet -M„ 



JJb i dlgj-j I to !4)l J» 

t j I (2^ dr? 0 to ! 411 1 j i, o^>- I >■ I ^ 
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LgAS' i*>Ul 1 iJdXi li i d5jJl> ^a*j I dXi 

"By Allah, throughout the entire earth, no face was more 
despised by me than your face ; and yet now your face has become 
the most beloved of faces to me. By Allah, throughout the entire 
earth, no religion was more despised by me than your Religion; 
and yet now your Religion is the most beloved of all religions to 
me. By Allah, throughout the entire earth, no land was more 
despised by me than your land ; and yet now your land is the most 
beloved of all lands to me 

While Thumamah 4b was deeply affected by the Prophet's 
forgiveness, to the point that it led to his entry into the fold of 
Islam, Mu'awiyah ibn Al-Hakam 4b was moved by the Prophet's 
gentleness and by his kind way of teaching others. So moved, in 
fact, was Mu'awiyah 4b that he said, "May my father and mother 
be sacrificed for him; neither before nor after his time have I met 
anyone who teaches better than he does. By Allah, he neither 
cursed me, nor hit me, nor frowned at me."® A Bedouin was 
similarly moved when, due to his ignorance and uncultured 
habits, he made the mistake of urinating in the Masjid. While 
others reproached him, the Prophet s|§ was gentle with him, all the 
while making it clear to him why his act of urinating in the Masjid 
was wrong. The Bedouin then exclaimed, "O Allah, have mercy on 
me and on Muhammad j§|, and do not have mercy on anyone 
other than us." The Prophet i§§ then pointed out that it was wrong 
of him to limit Allah's mercy to just two people, since Allah's 
mercy is vast and encompasses all things. The Prophet s§§ said. 




[1] Bukhari (4372) and Muslim (1764). 

[2] Muslim (537). 
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"Verily, you have made narrow that which is wide and vast."^ 



Later on during the Prophet's lifetime, the last holdouts from the 
Quraish were deeply moved by the Prophet's forgiveness and 
generosity. These were people who had shown enmity towards 
the Prophet sp for many years. In spite of their past evils, and in 
spite of the fact that the Muslims did not need their help — for 
Islam by that time had many adherents — the Prophet Jp not only 
forgave them, but acted generously towards them as well. For 
example, the Prophet »p gave one-hundred sheep to Safwan ibn 
Umayyah, one of the bitterest foes of Islam. Then during the same 
meeting the Prophet |j§ gave him one-hundred more sheep; and 
then he sp gave him yet another one-hundred sheep. At the time, 
Safwan was a polytheist, but he was so moved by the Prophet's 
generosity that he embraced Islam. He 4= later said. 



l oi*j Aj loTLa OjIj l_fdj J-& 



" May my father and mother be sacrificed for him ; by Allah I have 
never seen a better teacher or better teachings before or since ; he 
did not rebuke me, hit me or revile me 



bJ I V 4j1 j c ^ lltf. | Lo 41 1) I (J ^ litf. I jjiJ ! 4JU I j)) 

"By Allah, the Messenger of Allah sp gave me a great deal, and 
that at a time when he was the most despised of people to me. He 
then continued to give me more and more until he became the 
most beloved of people to me . 



[1] Bukhari (6010). 

[2] Muslim (537) 

[3] Muslim (2313). 
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On another occasion the Prophet's generosity led to positive 
results for an entire tribe. For while a man from a foreign tribe was 
in his company, the Prophet s|§ gave him a quantity of sheep that 
filled the entire valley that separated two mountains. The man 
then returned to his people and said, 

Ia! I V JUac- jUg jU <■ I I ! b» 

"O my people, embrace Islam, for Muhammad gives like one who 

has no fear of poverty 

On yet another occasion, almost an entire tribe embraced Islam as 
a result of the Prophet's generosity and forgiveness. That story 
began when a man went to the Prophet i§g, intending to 
assassinate him with his sword. Allah St not only protected the 
Prophet i|§ from the man's plot, but also, in the end, gave the 
Prophet il§ the upper hand over him, so that he could have killed 
him had he wished. But instead the Prophet sg§ forgave him,^ an 
act of mercy that had such a profound impact on the man's heart 
that he embraced Islam. What is more, he went back to his people 
and conveyed to them the Prophet's message; only a short while 
passed before a great many of his fellow tribesmen accepted his 
invitation and became Muslims 

The Prophet's message was universal; the truth he conveyed and 
the character he displayed appealed not only to polytheistic 
Arabs, but to Jews and Christians as well. When the Prophet <§§ 
first arrived in Al-Madinah, he was visited by the famous Jewish 
scholar 'Abdullah ibn Salam. 'Abdullah 4b later recounted his 
first encounter with the Prophet s§§: "I went to where the people 
[of Al-Madinah] were gathered, so that I could see [the 



[1] Muslim (2312). 

PI Bukhari (along with Ibn Hajar's Al-Fath — 2/96, 97) ( Hadtth number: 2910), 
and Muslim (4/1786) ( Hadtth number: 834). 

[3] Fathul-Bdri, by Ibn Hajr (7/428), and Sharh An-Nawam (15/44). 
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Messenger of Allah |§§]. When I saw his face, I immediately 
knew that his was not the face of a liar. And the first thing I 
heard him say was, 

ijL tfuLi i L^jf u» 

# I I jij>- JJ ID jj* ill I J J-dJ U I J 

"O people, spread greetings of peace, feed others [from your] 
food, join ties of family relations, pray at night when people are 
sleeping, and, as a result of doing all of that, you will enter 
Paradise in peace . 

Another Jewish man, Zaid ibn Sa'yah, wanted to test the 
Prophet's patience by doing something harmful to him. The 
Prophet s|§ not only forgave Zaid 4b, but also ordered 'Umar to 
give Zaid a gift on his behalf. Zaid who was an eminent Jewish 
scholar, said, "Just by looking at the Messenger of Allah H§, I 
could discern in his face all of the signs of Prophethood, except for 
two, which could not be discerned simply through the act of 
looking. Those two signs were, first, his mercy precedes and beats 
out his ignorance (i.e., when faced with ignorance, and when the 
one who wronged him anxiously waits to see whether he shows 
forbearance or anger, it is forbearance that he shows); and second, 
the more ignorance he is confronted with, the more forbearing he 
becomes. I tested the Prophet j§§ in order to see whether he 
possessed these qualities." Answering his own question, Zaid 4® 
said to 'Umar (to whom he was recounting the above 
narrative), "O 'Umar, I am indeed pleased with Allah as my 
Lord, with Islam as my Religion, and with Muhammad as my 
Prophet. And I make you bear witness that I am giving away half 
of my wealth as charity to the Nation of Muhammad 



[11 At-Tirmidhi (2485) and Ibn Majah (3251) and its wording; also, refer to Sahth At- 
Tirmidhi (2/303). 

[2] Al-Isabah Fee Tamyiz As-Sahabah, by Ibn Hajr (1/566). 
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Another Jewish man, while on his deathbed, said to the Prophet j§§, 
"By the One Who revealed the Torah, we indeed find in our Books 
your description as well as the place in which you were to appear. 
And I bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah 
and that you are indeed the Messenger of Allah H§."^ 

Some people who did not even meet the Prophet sgi believed in 
his message; it was enough for them to learn about the 
truthfulness of the Prophet's words as well as news of his noble 
characteristics. Take for instance An-Najashi, the King of 
Abyssinia: When he heard Muslim delegates inform him about 
the Prophet's saying, "Verily, 'Eesa is the slave and Messenger of 
Allah," he said to them, "Welcome to you and to the one whom 
you came from. I bear witness that he is indeed the Messenger of 
Allah H§ and that he is the one about whom 'Eesa gave glad 
tidings. And were it not for my situation as King [of this land], I 
would have gone to him and kissed his sandals."^ 

Haraql, the Christian Emperor of the Roman Empire, had a 
similar reaction when hearing about the Prophet's message, but 
with two important differences: First, he was being informed 
about the Prophet s|§ not by Muslims, but by Abu Sufyan, who at 
the time was one of the Prophet's fiercest detractors; and second, 
although Haraql acknowledged the truthfulness of the Prophet's 
message, he refused to embrace Islam. Abu Sufyan, despite being 
a disbeliever, possessed certain noble characteristics, which is 
why he could not help but tell the truth to Haraql when he was 
describing to him the character of the Prophet 5§§: "Verily, the 
Prophet s|§ does not act treacherously; he orders others to worship 
Allah alone, without associating any partners with Him and he 
forbids others from worshipping idols. He further commands 
others to perform Prayer, to be truthful and to be modest and 



[1] Ahmad (5/ 411). In his famous Tafstr book, Ibn Kathir expressed his faith in the 
strength of this narration (2/252). 

PI Siyar A'lam An-Nubala, by Adh-Dhahabi (1 / 438). 
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chaste." Just that description alone was enough for Haraql, who 
then said in reply, "Verily, if what you say is the truth, then he 
will rule over the piece of land that is beneath these two feet of 
mine. Indeed, I knew that he (i.e., the Prophet that has been 
foretold in our scriptures) was to appear, but I did not think that 
he would be one of your people. Had I known that I would be 
able to safely reach him, I would have taken it upon myself to 
meet him. And had I been with him, I would have washed his foot 
(as a means of honoring him)."^ 

What Allah M said, what the Prophet 3 §§ said and what 'Aaisha 
said are enough to gain a general appreciation of the Prophet's 
lofty manners. Allah Sf said: 

"And verily, you (O Muhammad) are on an exalted (standard of) 
character." (Qur'an 68:4) 

The Prophet |j§ said: 

" Verily , I have been sent only to make complete (in myself and in 
others) the noblest of manners . 

And finally, when asked about the character of the Prophet s§§, 
'Aaisha 4p said, 

«6T^i dis 4)i j}J- 3u» 

" Verily , the character of the Prophet of Allah was the 
Qur'an 



[1] Bukhari (7). 

Al-Baihaqi (1/192) and Ahmad (2/381); also, refer to As-Sahihah, by Al-Albani (45). 
[3] Muslim (746). 
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To know the Prophet sg§ is of paramount importance in the life of 
every Muslim; in fact, it is the second of three principles that all 
Muslims must learn about as it is the second question they will be 
asked about in the grave. 

Therefore, given the importance of gaining knowledge about the 
Prophet sp, we decided to present this simple and summarized 
guidebook, a book that provides basic and key information about 
the Prophet jp. We have given it the title, 

4Jl)l (J j-x«j 

"A Mercy to the Universe: Muhammad, the Messenger of 

Allah sp." 

And in it, it has been dealt with the topics of his lineage, his 
upbringing, his manners, his physical description, his miracles, 
and his mission in general. I have divided this work into thirty- 
three chapters. 

We ask Allah M to bless and make beneficial this humble work; to 
make it sincere for Him; to make us benefit from it both during 
our life and after we die; and to make it beneficial for all who read 
it. Verily, there is none better than Allah M to ask for help from or 
to place one's hopes in; He is sufficient for us, and He is the best of 
Guardians. There is neither might nor power except with Allah, 
the Most-High, the All-Mighty. O Allah, send prayers and 
salutations upon Your slave and Messenger, Your chosen one 
among the creation, the one to whom You have entrusted 
revelation — our Prophet, Muhammad ibn 'Abdullah; and upon 
his family, his Companions and those who follow them in 
righteousness until the Day of Resurrection. 
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The Prophet's lineage is clearly documented in books of history; 
every one of his fathers is known all the way back until 'Adnan. 
And even though historians disagree about the names of 
'Adnan's forefathers, they agree that 'Adnan — and by 
extension the Prophet s|g — was a direct descendant of the 
Prophet Ibrahim >HS. In Al-Bidayah Wan-Nihayah, Ibn Kathir (May 
Allah have mercy on him) describes the Prophet's lineage all the 
way back until Adam in Zad Al-Ma'ad, however, Ibn Al- 
Qayyim (May Allah have mercy on him) pointed out that scholars 
of genealogy agree about the names of the Prophet's forefathers 
up until 'Adnan, who was a direct descendant of Ibrahim ;</$, but 
they disagree about how many of 'Adnan's forefathers separated 
him from Ibrahim Keeping in mind that the word "ibn" 

[1] Refer to Al-Bidayah Wan-Nihayah, by Ibn Kathir (2/195); and to Seerah Ibn 
Hisham (1/1). Having enumerated all of the Prophet's forefathers until Adnan, 
Ibn Al-Qayyim wrote in Zad Al-Ma'ad (1/71), "Until here the Prophet's lineage 
is known for certain, and is a point of agreement among genealogists. Who 
comes after 'Adnan is a point of disagreement among scholars, who, however. 
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means "son of," here then is the Prophet's full name and lineage: 
Muhammad ibn 'Abdullah ibn 'Abdul-Muttalib ibn Hashim ibn 
' Abd-Manaf ibn Qusai ibn Kilab ibn Murrah ibn Ka'ab ibn Luaiy ibn 
Ghalib ibn Faihr ibn Malik ibn An-Nadr ibn Kinanah ibn 
Khuzaimah ibn Mudrikah ibn Ilyas ibn Mudar ibn Nizar ibn 
Mu'idd ibn 'Adrian. 1 ' 1 

The Prophet s|§ was the best from the best, as is made clear in this 
Hadith: 

{ja 1 j jJ j twills' I 4ii\ ijl® 

Lf 1 . L yt Jt J?. If} 

" Verily , Allah chose Kinanah from the children of Isma'il; He 
chose Quraishfrom Kinanah ;from Quraish He chose the children 
of Hashim; and from the children of Hashim He chose me . 

The Prophet j§§ was born during the "Year of the Elephant," or the 
year during which Abraha led an army towards Makkah with the 
intention of bringing down the Ka'bah.^ More precisely, he s§§ 
was born on a Monday, in the month of Rabi'ul Awwal,^ in the 

do agree that 'Adrian is from the children of Isma'il sjS. And Isma'il Jgp — at 
least according to the correct view that is held by scholars from the 
Companions, the Tabi'oon (the generation that followed the generation of 
the Companions), and those that came afterwards — is "The Slaughtered One 
(i.e., the one that Ibrahim Sgp, during a dream, was commanded to slaughter)." 

[1] Al-Bukhdri (along with Ibn Hajar's famous commentary, Al-Fath), the Book of 
the Ansar's Virtues; chapter, "The Sending of the Prophet -M’,/' before Hadith 
number: 3851. 

[2] Muslim (2276). 

Abraha of course failed in the attempt; the point here is that, because of the 
significance of his failed attempt, and because his army was accompanied by 
elephants. The year during which he tried to destroy the Ka'bah became 
famously known as the "Year of the Elephant." 

[4] It is widely and correctly accepted among scholars that the Prophet 3§| was bom 
during the "Year of the Elephant," in the month of Rabi'ul Awwal; in fact, some 
scholars went as far as saying that there is a consensus on those two points among 
the people of knowledge. Refer to TahdhtbAs-Seerah, by Imam An-Nawawi (pg. 20). 
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year 571 CE. It is an established fact; in an authentic Hadith, the 
Prophet ig, while responding to a question about why he |j| fasted 
on Mondays, said, "It was on this [day] that I was born, and it was 
on this [day] that revelation came down to me." ^ The exact date of 
the Prophet's birth, on the other hand, is not known for certain; 
scholars have put forth a number of views : some say he was born on 
the 2 nd of Rabi'ul Awwal; others, that he was born 8 days after the 
beginning of the month; others still, that he was born after the 
passing of seventeen days; and yet others, that he was born on the 
12 th of the month. Two of these views stand out as being not only the 
most widely-held, but also the most likely to be correct. The first is 
that the Prophet |§j was born after eight days expired from the 
month of Rabi'ul Awwal; this view was defended by Ibn 'Abdul- 
Barr,^ who said that it was the more clearly established [view] by 
way of authentic accounts. The second is that he was born on the 
12 th of Rabi'ul Awwal; regarding this view, Ibn Kathir said, "This is 
the opinion that is held by the majority of scholars."^ In his 
famous biography of the Prophet Ibn Ishaq stated with certainty 

that this latter view is correct 

The Prophet died at the age of 63. Forty of those years took 
place prior to his prophethood, and the remaining 23 years he 
spent as a Prophet and Messenger. He became a Prophet with 
the revelation of Iqra (i.e., chapter "Al-'Alaq" of the Qur'an), and 
then he was officially made a Messenger with the revelation of 
chapter " Al-Muddaththir.” His hometown was Makkah, but then 
later, because of how he was persecuted by his fellow tribesmen, 
he j§| was forced to migrate to Al-Madinah. 

Allah St sent the Prophet s|§ with a mission that had two primary — 
and complementary — goals: The first was to warn people not to 
associate partners with Allah St in worship, and the second was to 

[1] Muslim (2/820). 

PI Refer to Al-Bidayah Wan-Nihayah (2/260). 

PI Refer to Al-Bidayah Wan-Nihayah (2/260). 

[4] Seerah Ibn Hisham (1/171). 
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invite people to embrace Islamic Monotheism ( Tawhid ). The first 
ten years of his prophethood he spent promoting only these two 
goals. Then he was taken on a night journey to the heavens, a 
journey during which the five daily Prayers — Fajr, Dhuhr, 'Asr, 
Maghrib, and 'Eesha — were made obligatory upon him and the 
members of his Nation. The next three years the Prophet i§§ prayed 
his five daily Prayers in Makkah. At the end of those three years, he 
jg§ was ordered to migrate to Al-Madinah, since living in Makkah 
was no longer possible. Years of persecution culminated that year 
in a joint effort by the various sub-tribes of the Quraish to 
assassinate the Prophet s|§. 

After the Prophet 5g| settled down in Al-Madinah, [1] he jg§ was 
ordered, in stages, to apply the rest of Islam's legal duties: Zakat 
(obligatory charity), fasting, Hajj (the greater pilgrimage to Makkah), 
Jihad, the call to Prayer, enjoining good, forbidding evil, and so on 
from the various legislations of Islam. These Islamically obligatory 
duties he j|| continued to apply and teach for a period of ten years; or 
in other words, until he *§§ died. The Religion he *§§ taught for so 
many years, with all of its detailed legislations, is the Religion that we 
are commanded to follow today. Anything that is good and 
beneficial, the Prophet sg§ has guided us to follow; and anything 
that is evil, the Prophet has warned us to stay away from. 

The Prophet j|§ is the seal of all Prophets and Messengers >|§S; 
many Prophets and Messengers came before him, but none 
will come after him. While other Prophets >|p and Messengers 
were sent to specific communities or groups of people. Prophet 
Muhammad |j§ was sent to all of mankind, and to jinns as well. The 
simple fact, therefore, is this: Whoever obeys him, will enter 
Paradise; and whoever disobeys him, will enter the Hellfire.^ 

[1] The Prophet -Mi arrived in Al-Madinah on a Monday, in the month of Rabi'ul 
Awwal; some scholars specified that date as being the 12th of Rabi'ul Awwal. 
Refer to Fathul-Bari (7/224). 

PI Refer to Sahih A1 -Bukhari (3851), and to Al-Usool Ath-Thalathah, by Shaikh 
Muhammad ibn 'Abdul-Wahhab (75, 76). 
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The Lessons and Morals of this Chapter 

1) In this world, people pride themselves based on various 
factors. Some think that they are superior because of their 
wealth; others, because of their status; and yet others, because 
of their noble ancestry. Well, in all regards, the Prophet |j§ is 
the best among all human beings. Even among Prophets >|§$, 
the Prophet s|§ is of the highest ranking with Allah It, and will 
have the most followers on the Day of Resurrection. And in 
terms of lineage, his is unparalleled: he j§§ was from the best 
tribe on earth, and he s|§ was then chosen to be the best 
tribesman from among them. 

2) To celebrate the Prophet's birthday every year on the 12 th of 
Rabi'ul Awwal is an evil innovation that should be avoided, 
not to mention shunned, by all Muslims. We are commanded 
to follow the Prophet sfg, his rightly-guided Khalifahs, and his 
Companions 4>- And yet we find that, during his lifetime, the 
Prophet j§§ never celebrated his birthday; nor did the 
Companions 4» do so after he died; and nor did the Tabi'un 
(the generation that followed the generation of the 
Companions 4b) do so during their lifetimes. 

Furthermore, given the number of scholarly views regarding the 
matter, we cannot even be sure that the 12 th of Rabi'ul Awwal is 
the correct date of the Prophet's birth. But even if we were certain 
that the 12 th was the day on which the Prophet H® was born, we 
may not, based on the reasons mentioned above, celebrate it on an 
annual basis. The Prophet s|§ said, 

J-g3 ALo \a lj-& U jA I ^ {jA # 

" Whoever introduces something new into this affair of ours (i .e . , 
the Religion of Islam), then he (and his act of innovation) is 
rejected 



[1] Bukhari (2697) and Muslim (1718). 
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According to the narration of Imam Muslim, the Prophet H§ said: 
^ 

"Whoever does an act [pertaining to matters of worship] that is 
not from our affair (i.e. that is not from the established teachings 
of the Qur'an and Sunnah), then he (and his act of innovation) is 
rejected 

3) As can be appreciated from the focus of the first thirteen years 
of his mission, the primary duties of the Prophet ij§ were to 
invite people to embrace Islamic Monotheism (Tawhid), to 
save them from the evil of polytheism, to bring them from the 
darkness of sins to the light of good deeds, and to steer them 
away from ignorance and towards knowledge. In short, 
anything that is good and noble, he has ordered us to follow 
and embrace; and anything that is evil and wicked, he has 
commanded us to avoid and shun. May the peace and 
blessings of Allah St be upon him. 

*£• ■ 

•T» rr» 



[1] Refer to Risalah At-Tahdhir Minal-Bid'ah, by our noble and esteemed Shaikh, 
'Abdul-' Aziz ibn 'Abdullah ibn Baz (May Allah have mercy on him). 




His Upbringing 



Both of his parents having died by the time he was only six years 
old, the Prophet s§§ grew up as an orphan. As difficult as the life of 
an orphan usually is, Allah St blessed the Prophet s|§, providing 
him with refuge, the love and care of his uncle, and all of his basic 
material needs. 

His father, 'Abdullah, died while he was still in his mother's 
womb. After he was born, he was nursed for a number of days by 
Thuwaibah who was a servant of Abu Lahab. Then the Prophet 
j|§ was sent away to be cared for in the pure atmosphere of the 
desert, and there he was nursed by Halimah As-Sa'diyyah. The 
Prophet 5§§ remained under the care of Halimah, and in the 
company of the Banu Sa'ad tribe, for approximately four years. It 
was during his stay with Halimah that he underwent the first 
major step towards becoming a Prophet |j§. It was a preparatory 
and highly symbolic step, one that involved the literal washing of 



[1] Al-Bukhan (along with Ibn Hajr's famous commentary, Al-Fath) (9/124). 





